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n a world that can be full of surprises, nothing is
more important than to be prepared to think out of
the box.

As 2016 draws to a close, we look back on two black swan
events that astonished many on a global scale. On 23 June,
the people of the UK voted to leave the European Union.
Less than five months later, on 8§ November, dark horse
Republican candidate Mr Donald ] Trump beat Democrat
Mrs Hilary R Clinton in the race to the White House. In
both cases, the polls had forecast just the opposite
outcome. How does one survive — let alone succeed — given
this paradigm shift?

In this light, The Hong Kong Institute of Directors picked
creative thinking as theme for the Directors’ Symposium
2016. It’s been nearly two decades since Hong Kong reverted
to Chinese sovereignty. What is holding back Hong Kong’s
economic development? On 12 September, leading directors
from different sectors took to the podium to explain and
explore new approaches to guide Hong Kong through a “new
paradigm.” Their views are recapped in this issue.

In addition, we invited two experts to share their views on
the possible impact of a Trump presidency on businesses
At the symposium, UBS AG (Wealth
Management)’s Dr Hu Yifan gave attendees an economic

and investors.

overview; in her contributed article, she drills down to
whether Mr Trump’s policies would be good or bad for
China. In another article, Mr Manishi Raychaudhuri, Asian
Regional Equity Strategist of BNP Paribas Securities,
shares his views on how to out-trump the new market order
of a Trump administration.

Please read on to glean whatever insight you can derive from
this issue. Y
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